
Summit Strategies’ 
2018 Midterm Wrap-Up

November 30, 2018



Election Results: U.S. 
House of 
Representatives 



The House of 
Representatives

• Democrats take control of House

• All 435 House Seats up for election

• House Republicans held a 235-193 
majority (7 seats were vacant)

• Democrats hold 234 seats and 
Republicans hold 199

• 1 race still undecided

• Democrats gained 39 seats and flipped 
42 districts

• Republicans lost 39 seats and flipped 3 
districts 

Source: Axios



New House Members



New House Members



Election Results: 
U.S. Senate 



The Senate

• Republicans maintain Senate 
control

• 35 Senate seats up for election
• 26 held by Democrats (10 in states 

won by Trump in 2016)

• 9 held by Republicans (6 in states won 
by Trump in 2016)

• Democrats lost 3 seats and now 
hold 47

• Republicans gained 3 seats and 
now hold 53 seats

Source: Axios

*Note this map does not include the recent 
election of Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R) in 
Mississippi



Senate New Members



Election Results: 
Governorships



Governorships

• 36 Governorships were up 
for election this year

• Democrats currently hold 23 
Governors’ Mansions and 
flipped 7

• Republicans currently hold 
27 Governor’s Mansions 
and flipped 1

Source: Axios



Key 
Takeaways

Blue 
Wave

Democrats will likely gain between 37 and 40 seats

Democrats will only lose 1-2 seats in the Senate, where they faced a 
difficult election map

High 
Voter 
Turnout

Voter turnout was extremely high this election, with an estimated 
49% of eligible voters participating

On average, only 40% of eligible voters participate in midterm 
elections

Banner 
Year for 
Women

256 women ran for federal office this year

As of Nov. 16, 125 (106 Democrats and 19 Republicans) women have 
won

The 116th Congress will have the largest class of female lawmakers in 
history 



Committee Leadership 
Changes in the 116th

Congress



Republicans Will Have More Turnover in House



Spotlight: House 
Appropriations Committee
• Current ranking member Rep. Lowey is likely to become Chair 

of the full Committee

• Rep. Granger, who currently chairs the Defense Subcommittee, 
will become ranking member

• Rep. Betty McCollum (D-MN) (not pictured), the current 
ranking member on Interior, will likely chair that Subcommittee 

• Rep. David Price (D-NC) (not pictured), the current ranking 
member on THUD, will likely chair that subcommittee 

Nita Lowey (D-NY)

Kay Graner (R-TX)



Spotlight: House Transportation 
& Infrastructure
• Rep. DeFazio, current ranking member, will likely become chair of the 

full Committee

• Rep. Graves, current Railroads chair, will become ranking member of 
the full Committee 

• Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA) (not pictured), current ranking member on 
Aviation, will likely chair that subcommittee 

• Rep. Grace Napolitano (D-CA) (not pictured), current ranking member 
of Water, will likely become chair of either Railroads or Water

• Rep. Dan Lipinski (D-IL) (not pictured) will likely become chair of either 
Water or Railroads, depending on Napolitano

• Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) (not pictured), current ranking 
member of Highways & Transit, will likely chair that Subcommittee 

• Rep.  Dina Titus (D-NV) (not pictured), current ranking member of 
Economic Development, will likely chair that Subcommittee 

• Rep. John Garamendi (D-CA) (not pictured), current ranking member of 
Coast Guard, will likely chair that Subcommittee 

Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR)

Rep. Sam Graves (R-MO)



Spotlight: House Natural 
Resources Committee
• Rep. Grijalva, the current ranking member, is likely 

to become chair of the Committee 

• Rep. Bishop, the current chair of the Committee, 
will become ranking member

• Grijalva has spoken about the possibility or 
reorganizing the Committee’s Subcommittees. The 
current Subcommittees are:
• Energy and Mineral Resources
• Federal Lands
• Indian, Insular and Alaska Native Affairs
• Oversight and Investigations
• Water, Power, and Oceans

Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-AZ)

Rep. Rob Bishop 
(R-UT)



Democrats’ Losses in Senate Will Drive Turnover



Spotlight: Senate Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation 
Committee

• Sen. Wicker will become the next chair of the 
Committee, succeeding Sen. John Thune (R-
SD) who has become the Republican Whip

• Current ranking member, Sen. Bill Nelson (D-
FL), failed to win reelection. 

• Sen. Cantwell could replace Nelson, but she 
would have to give up her ranking member 
position on the Energy Committee

• Sen. Klobuchar could take become ranking 
member if Cantwell declines the role

Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS)

Sen. Maria 
Cantwell (D-
WA)

Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar 
(D-MN)



Spotlight: Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee

• Sen. Murkowski is expected to stay on as 
chair of the Committee

• It is unclear if Sen. Cantwell, the current 
ranking member, will remain in her role as 
she could shift to ranking member of the 
Commerce Committee

• If Cantwell moves to Commerce, it is unclear 
who would become ranking member

Sen. Maria 
Cantwell (D-
WA)

Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)



Spotlight: Senate Finance 
and Judiciary Committees 

• Sen. Grassley opted to succeed 
retiring Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) as 
chair of the Senate Finance 
Committee

• Sen. Wyden will remain ranking 
member on the Finance 
Committee 

• Sen. Graham will replace Grassley 
as chair of the Judiciary 
Committee

• Sen. Feinstein will remain ranking 
member on the Judiciary 
Committee 

Sen. 
Chuck 
Grassley 
(R-IA)

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)

Sen. Ron 
Wyden (D-
OR)

Sen. Lindsey 
Graham (R-SC)



What to Watch in the 
116th Congress



What to Watch in the 116th Congress

Gridlock

With Democrats controlling the House and Republicans in charge of the 
Senate, it will be difficult for Congress to overcome partisan differences.

Investigations

House Democrats have subpoena power now that they are in the majority. 
They are likely to launch investigations into the president and 
administration officials and increase oversight.

Earmarks

With Democrats assuming control of the House, earmarks could be 
brought back next Congress. The ban on earmarks, which allow lawmakers 
to set aside money for local projects, was instated by Republicans in 2011



What to Watch in the 116th Congress

Fight over 
Environmental 
Regulations

While House Democrats are sure to push climate change legislation and advocate for increased 
environmental regulation, they will face pushback in the Senate.

The Senate will be more conservative than that of the 115th Congress, and those Republicans 
succeeding Sens. Heitkamp, Donnelly, and McCaskill will likely support increased regulatory cuts.

Immigration 
Reform

Lawmakers may try again to find a solution for the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program.

Some Republicans seem open to an immigration deal, but President Trump’s insistence on border 
wall funding and threats with regard to birthright citizenship could complicate matters.



What to Watch in the 116th Congress

Federal Debt 
and the Deficit

Congress suspended the debt ceiling until March 1, so lawmakers must negotiate 
raising the debt limit. 

The two-year budget cap deal for FY18 and FY19 expires, so lawmakers will have to negotiate a 
new budget deal

To maintain current spending levels, the caps would have to be raised by $50 billion in 2020 and 
2021, increasing the deficit by $100 billion.

Taxes

Democrats are more likely to make changes to the 2017 GOP tax law than try to repeal 
it.

Such changes include repealing the cap on the state and local deductions, expanding 
the earned income tax and child tax credits, and creating new education tax credits.

Democrats probably won’t support the Republican’s Tax Reform 2.0.



What to Watch in the 116th Congress

Infrastructure 
Package

Bipartisan agreement to pursue an infrastructure package.

Incoming House T&I Chair Peter DeFazio (D-OR) wants a ‘real’ 
infrastructure bill with ‘real’ money.

Rep. DeFazio is currently working on creating an Infrastructure 
Subcommittee on the House Ways and Means Committee.



Lame Duck



Lame Duck Notable Dates



Balance of Power in the Lame Duck



What to Expect in the Lame Duck

Appropriations

Negotiations of FY19 Appropriations Bills Likely to Dominate Lame Duck.

5 of 12 have been enacted into law (Defense; Energy and Water; Labor/HHS/Education; 
Legislative Branch; and Military Construction/Veterans Affairs). 

The remaining 7 were temporarily extended through Dec. 7 (Interior/Environment; 
Transportation-HUD; Financial Services; Agriculture; Commerce/Justice/Science; 
Homeland Security; and State/Foreign Ops).

Work on a 4-bill minibus comprised of the Interior/Environment, THUD, Financial 
Services, and Agriculture is nearly finished, but conference negotiations on the other 3 
have not begun.



What to Expect in the Lame Duck

Farm Bill

Disagreements over work requirements related to SNAP are still being negotiated and another 
extension may be necessary.

The chairs of both the House and Senate Agriculture Committees hope to pass a Farm Bill before 
the end of the year.

Taxes

It is possible Republicans may try to include tax provisions in the outstanding spending bills. 

These provisions include extending certain individual and business tax incentives, extending the 
pass-through business section in the 2017 tax bill, and making technical corrections to the 2017 
tax bill.
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